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Spring 2009

David Betteridges superb fox photo. David follows tA¥H regularly with his camera, and you can catch up
on most of our meets and events at vdlibvequestrian.co.uk, wheyou can also buy copies of the photos.

heAvon Vale presented a
cheque for £2000 to the
Wiltshire Air Ambulance at

our Boxing Day Meet in Lacock.

Photo: Irene Baker
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Eye Spye XXIV

am writing this as our Season has drawn to an
I end and after a very enjoyable Point to Point.
Both the Season and the Point to Point are tru
examples of our Hunt working and pulling togethe
In my opinion the past season was a moderate on
We had lots of fun but, due to the weatlibere was
too much stopping and starting for the really settl
hunting over Christmas and January to kick in an
make it a great seasoithat having been said we h

some excellent and very well attended meets on f
and some lovely days in the snow

The Point to Point was a real success although th
weather did its best to spolil the First Radéie Race
Meeting has been ganised almost single handed b

period of fund raising events and show the hounds.
Somehow it will all work, we will raise the money
needed and freshen up $tafd kennels and at the
same time hopefully winning a prize or two at a show
- but only just and there is no slack in the system.
Finally on the stdffront our new and excellent
Kennel Huntsman, Nick Bycroft, deserves great
thanks for all his dbrts in Kennels and the hunting
dield and together with the support of Eve and
p@allum, we are all grateful for the standards that they
have achieved.

b The saddest part of the end of a Hunt year is always
saying thank you to retiring fadials and stdf This
yyear we want to record a very special thank you to

Robert and June Fear for many years and the Hu

tour retiring Joint Master Robert Bartlett. Robert

owes them a huge debt of gratitude for all that thelyjoined the Mastership whilst still working in

have done, and continue to do, to make our Point|tdViltshire as a partner at Cluttons but during the past
Point such a great dayrhey have gathered a superpthree seasons of his Joint Mastership he has become
and very lage team of helpers around them and ag &hief Executive of Chestertons who have latterly

result all aspects of a busy day went well. Later
year Robert and June are once agagawising the
Point to PoinfAuction of Promises at Frome Marke
on behalf of the Hunt and we all look forward to
another successful evening.

As Subscribers turn out their horses and look forw
to a summer in their gardens and abroad on hglid{
spare a thought for our hard working &tafho are

all staying put at Spye. In Kennels thafSare
starting their well earned rest but at the same time
they have to complete much needed Kennels
maintenance. It is a fact of life that we have to cn
a whole years worth of stdfiolidays into the short
British summer whilst at the same time the horses|
and groom go "out to grassWe also have a frantic

hiaken over HumbertsThis is in itself a very busy
London based job but together with his family and
farm commitments the last three years have become a
period of increasingly difcult time management for
Robert. We really do owe deep gratitude to him for
taking it all in his stride. Robert is, howeyenly

aretiring from the Joint Mastership and we look

hyorward to seeing the Bartlett family hunting with us
and of course hunting with them at the lovely
Smythwyk Farm for many years to come.

We now all turn our attention to the forthcoming
asummer and preparations for the new season ahead
and | look forward to my tenth year as a Master and
Huntsman at Spye.
Jonathon sSeed

@ emailAddresses - a Request

t is an immense help to the Hunt administration if everyone who has regular access to emails could let
Jonathon Seednail@jandiseed.co.uk) or Liz Bryant (iz.bryant@ukonline.co.uk) know their email
addressThis applies to all Hunt followers, and also to everyone in the farming comminigil is now

the favoured form of mass communication, and we want to ensure that our coverage is as comprehensive
possible. Email addresses should be your private ones; if you use a company email please ensure that the
contents will not be routinely read by other employees.

Needless to sayour email address will not be passed on to other parties.

Heard in the Field

We're getting a diérent sort of person out hunting these days. One day early in the season, the cry of "Whi
on the left" was met with a number of people staring blankly at the ground in search of a dropped item.
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Carols at Great Chalfield

nce again the Floyd family invited tAeon
ale to hold the Christmas Carol Concert in
the Great Hall at Great Chalfield Man®his
is truly one of the best ways to start the Christmas
season, and once again wéobur thanks.
Photo: Sandy Connor

d Below: AVH Teamchasing team ofu@rt Radbourne,
Laura Eyles and Maria Baddet the UK Inter Hunt
Team Chase on Sunday 29 March where they won
the Intermediate and came ninth in the Inter Hunt
competition

AVH Skittles League

e are most appreciative of the hard
Wwork put in by Bob Prior of the Longs

Arms, SouthWraxall in oganising the
winter knockout competitions.
The finals will be held at Spencers Club,
Melksham onNVednesday May 6th and the resy
will be posted on our website
www.avonvalehunt.co.uk soon after

In Memoriam

It is with great sadness that we have to report the passing away of Cyril Clarke at the end of March.
Cyril lived in Rowde and was a very keanon Vale follower and supporteidt was always a delight to see him either
out hunting or supporting at the side of a ring in his invalid car and latterly his more modern mobility car

We will all miss a true Hunt supporter who sadly did not live to see the Repeal for which he so dearly longed.

In Memoriam

Members and supporters of theon Vale Hunt will be saddened to learn of the sudden and unexpected death ¢f
RobertWarden who passed away as a result of a heart attack at the end of NoRwohberwas a former long
serving SecretarMaster Huntsman and latterljrustee of the Hunt and will be greatly missed not only by all ofjus
but also by many in the wider hunting communityrhe Avon Vale Hounds met at Brook Hall Farm in the week
prior to Roberts death, and on that day he was immensely proud to see two of his young grandsons mounteq and
enjoying their hunting. Our sincerest condolences go out to Sally akdatiden family
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Showing the Hounds and Hound Shows

t Spye as the Season draws to a close mog
A would expect our thoughts to turn to rest ar

recuperation before the next season but
instead we start to turn our attention to summer
activities. In Kennels there is a great deal of
maintenance to catch up on after a very busy seas
the culmination of which is of course seen at the
Puppy Show in early Julyot to mention cramming :
years worth of stétholidays into four short summer
months. In between holidays and hard work the
hounds are shown both within Kennels to visiting
Masters as preparation for the Puppy Show and
hound shows and of course at the hound show
themselves.

Hound shows and showing are regarded as a "bla
art” by many people who often ask just what is
involved in showing the hounds, how does it work
and why do we do it? Itis a pity that more hunt
supporters do not take a day in the summer to go
hound showenjoy the summer hunting atmosphere
see their hounds shown (and hopefully win)
......... well enjoy more atmospherd.he
answer to the initial question however is that we
show because we enjoy it and it is supposed to be
S0 just what is it all about?

Everyone approaches it flifently but | have been
breeding and showing hounds for the past sevente
summers so | have a fair idea of how it works but
only from the very amateur prospective of a small
Hunt Kennel. The great and the grand have an
entirely diferent approach starting with dtaind

tChampionship at the South of England Hound Show
@ 2006 and what a celebration there was! In my
opinion hound showing both distils the quality of the
foxhound as a breed and concentrates the minds of all
those, young and old, who breed their hountisose
ovho do not show their hounds are missing out on a
major part of both the educational and fun side of
hhounds.

The work for successful showing, like successful
hunting, all starts in the in Kennels. Hounds to be
shown need to be selected for conformation and they
need to be in the best possible condition when they
enter the show ringThis means that their tone,
condition and coats must be immaculate. It stands to
ckeason that only the hounds with the very best
conformation should be shown and these need to be
identified early It is also worth the Master casting a
sage and astute eye over the show programmes before
e selects which hounds should be shown at which
,shows because judges make the decisions and some
judges will only put hounds which contain their own
breeding in the prizesThis is a sad but unavoidable
fact and the aspiring showman might just as well play
forhis audience as well as selecting hounds of a type
that a judge is known to like.

The more that the hounds (especially the unentered
@mes) are shown in preparation for their big day in
public then the better they get and the less shy they
become. Remember that hounds are naturally a pack
animal and showing is asking them to perform as
individuals, in couples or at the most two couples. It

hound numbers and finishing with the end result. Itis possible that at this stage that hounds which

clearly stands to reason that four day a week pack
will need and breed at least twice the number of
hounds that a small kennel will produce and thus
have at least twice the talent from which to draw th
stars for the show ringThese Great Kennels have
had very stable long established breeding
programmes and that also helps to maintain the
quality of their entry Finally the seniority of their
management and stafumbers is also a great
advantage to the great kennels.

For the small kennel getting involved in the hound
showing world can be very rewarding and great ful
especially when a complete outsider wins a
ChampionshipTheAvon Vale achieved both the Do
hound Championship and the Reserve Bitch

goositively enjoy showing will be identified as will
those that simply are too shy to perform as
individuals. Like hunting, the greatest success in the
ainow ring is always achieved by hounds that are
confident and enjoy what they are doing; indeed real
winners display a hint of arrogance which gives them
that decisive edge over competitors.

The engagement of help to select hounds to show can
be of great benefit not only to the showing process
but also to the hounds themselve#sking

neighbouring Masters or senior hound judges to help
select the showing team and at the same time have a
look at all of theYoung Entry is of invaluable
jassistance - especially if they are judging somewhere
later in the year Indeed some senior foxhunters
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Showing the Hounds and Hound

would not dream of showing their hounds in front
judges unless they have been well and truly briefg
on their stars long before they see them in the sh
ring. Howeveyit can also be a disaster if they see
hounds of poor quality and good judges will alway
remember faults when they see them again. Duri
these sessions in a smaller kennels the senior mg
hunting will be prepared to give invaluable tips to

new professionals in just how to get the best out @

their hounds in the show ring and their advice sha
be sought and savoured. Often this show
preparation will involve a couple of hours in the
morning followed by a good and lengthy lunch an
my experience is that both are well worth thiertf

There are only four major hound showsAadingly,
Builth Wells, Harrogate and Honiton) and of cours
Peterborough. MFHARules state that a Hunt may

only show at two of the four major hound shows g

at PeterboroughThey may enter as many local
hound shows as they like and these can be very ¢
practice, especially the Surrey Union Hound Sho
which is always held the Sunday before the first
major hound show of the seasdn.add to the

complications one major hound show will be "local

to each hunt. It happens thatingly in Sussex is
deemed the "local" show for theron Vale and
Wilshire hunts so we generally showAadingly.

The "card" at BuiltiNVells now encourages smaller
packs and so we often go to Buells on the fourth
Thursday in JuneWe have shown at Harrogate on
the secondednesday in Julyespecially if we have
hopes at Peterborough as both are held under,co
and we always go to Peterborough the week aftern
Harrogate. | am not too keen on taking hounds tg
Honiton inAugust because it is very close to the s
of autumn hunting and mixing with other hounds g
this time can spread the cough and postpone the
of the job for which we really keep the houndsis
Is a pity as Honiton is now probably the best majg
show of the summer and almost rivals the
Peterborough Festival of Hunting.

Now to the activitities of the show and the judges!
Each hound show has two judges (a senior and a
junior) for the dog hounds in the morning and the
bitches in the afternoon. It is a not unimportant

consideration that the hound breeders from the G

Shows (continued)

This is Passive sat in a flower pot. This is not a
standad showing pose.
Photo: Irene Baker

reporting from hound shows is generally written
(with one exception) by the senior judge fraternity
,@nd the picture starts to erger Then take into
consideration that several senior judges not only
breed the hounds from their own Kennels but from
fther Hunt Kennels as well (together with
toccasionally deciding which stallion hounds they
SNt an even wider circle of smaller Kennels to use).
Then add on that any criticism of a senior judges
rOWn hounds can be so icily resented that a more
junior critic may be ostracised for his (even
legitimate criticism) for some years to come and you
really would start to question just how a small and
independent kennel ever manages to win a prize in
the show ring at all. Well it is possible but it takes
a great deal of time andfeift to break into the hound
show world which is also very conservative and
Rcasionally resentful of newcomerdhe key to

Kennels are nearly always amongst the senior judg&tning is clearly like all sport to play on and play

at hound shows. Now add to that the fact that all

the game - or their game!
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Showing the Hounds and Hound Shows (continued)

Hound showing will involve detailed and close

The spectators around the ring nearly always consist
of the "great and the good" but also many much more

planning by both the Masters and professionaf staf junior hunting people who are there for the interest

well in advance of the summefThis starts in
Kennels before the end of the hunting season and
staf will be acutely aware of competing pressures
spring hunting and the start of the time needed by
young entry at home. Poorfat usually means
poor returns and the huntsman will need to spend
many hours gaining the confidence of his young
hounds before he takes them awéy order to be
successful in the show ring the professional must
have as much confidence in his hounds and their
ability and chances in the show ring as they must
have in him. When the day arrives it will be a long
day for all concerned with hounds often leaving
Kennels before 0500 and may not return from
showing until after midnight. Arrangements need tc
be made for the hounds left in Kennels and this is
easy if there is only a professional stfftwo and
they are both needed to show the small number o
hounds that make it into the show ring. It is hard
work for the stdfbut very rewarding if they win a
prize.

There can also be some fun duels at the end of a
class. | well remember a great show and working
hound, RoyaArtillery Denmark, reaching a final rur
off atArdingly and shoulder chging his competitor
with such force that the unfortunate hound prompt
jumped out of the ring and Denmark was left to ta
the winners rosette. However my euphoria at
winning my first hound show prize did not last long
as | was immediately taken to one side by the the
most senior man in foxhunting and given a right
royal dressing down for not having used one of hig
stallion hounds to produce the winning specimen -
and subsequently | never didhe success @von
Vale Potterne 02 in the show ring was made even
more rewarding by the knowledge that he had the
best fox sense of any hound that | have come acr
and his skill in sensing and turning the quarry in th
thick Vale hedges was a marvel. Last year it was
also very gratifying for our own Kennel Huntsman
Nick Bycroft to beat his hunting mentor and much
more experienced brother Mark in a ruf atf
Ardingly. All of this is taken with a really good
competitive spirit by professionals and Masters ali
and that adds to the day's enjoyment.

and fun and it is this group that really need to be
thiecouraged, especially the young amateur huntsmen.
of he addition of hunt supporters and puppy walkers
tbeming to see "their" hounds getting on adds to the
occasion. An early opening bar alongside the ring
helps and in this "competitiordingly beats

Honiton hands down! | always find that lunch is a
very important consideration and it is excellent to see
growing numbers of Ige picnics in the lorry parks
taking over from the rather styfofficial lunches.

These proper summer picnics regularly involve
several packs from the same county or several
neighbouring hunts and are a really genuine mix of
professionals, amateurs, supporters and frieftie.
atmosphere here is of the best in hunting and
rggnerally only equalled by the quality and quantity of
the fayre - and the gossipthe Wiltshire picnic at

[ Peterborough, for instance, now involves several
packs and generally around thirty for lunch, all of
whom bring food, booze and good compaayd a

bit of gossip. Over the years many of us have put a
great deal into shows and showing and enjoyed
ourselves enormouslyl have travelled to and judged
at all the major hound shows but | have to confess to
not being the liveliest of passengers on the journey
home!

y

K&o that is the background of shows and showing as |
see it. Any hunt supporter and particularly puppy
walker is very welcome to come along and we can

nalways arrange tickets plus some guidance and
hospitality during the dayThis year we are showing

5 at Ardingly (also the South of England Show) on
Thursday 1th June, BuilthNVells onThursday 25th
June and the Peterborough Royal Festival of Hunting
onWednesday 15th JulywWhy not put a date in your
diary and come along for the fun and experience?

p&3h and don't faget Honiton onThursday 13th

eAugust which is still a very good day out!

Jonathon Seed
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AVH Hunter Trials

s tradition dictates, th&/H HunterTrials

were held on Easter SaturdayAatbotswood

Farm.A huge amount of &rt from our
hosts, the Radbourne familyaw the course looking
immaculate. Several challenging new jumps have
been installed, so regular competitors here are ke
on their toesThe weather gods were kind to us, ar
the course rode beautifully all day long.

The Red Cross were not troubled by any fall€hss
was a slight disappointment to the medical team,
they had a new 4X4 ambulance and wanted to tryj
its capabilitiesThey were reduced to driving it
through the water in an interval in order to get it
muddy

In terms of numbers, revenue and enjoyment, this
was one of our most successful Hunftgals in many
a yearTheAvon Vale and ouAbbotswood course
are now firmly established in the diaries of
competitors drawn from quite a wide area.

Class 1 - Pairs
1st Suellen Brake - Maggie May
Pete Brake - Molly Malone 51.65 Seconds
2nd Jess Chivers - Midnight Magic
Katie Smyth - Lemofdwist 54.34 secs
3rd Suellen Brake - Flash
Pete Brake - Harry 54.48 secs
p1~4th Penny Hall - Royal Blu¥
Phillippa Hall - Commanchero 59.01 secs
dsth Florence Millington - Ben IV
Katie Smyth - Clyde 1.00.08 mins
6th Jess Chivers - Half Pint
Michael Smyth - Safira's Quest 1.00.98 mins

lass 2 - Novice
L st Libby Seed - Pollyanna Gold - 44.31 secs
autl Jess Chivers - Midnight Magic - 46.82 secs
3rd Pete Brake - Molly Malone - 46.87 secs
4th Libby Seed Wow It'sWillow - 47.53
5th Pete Brake - Flash - 50.28
6th Callie Quigley - Flying Colours 50.29

Class - Open

1st Gregory Hall - Royal Blu¢ - 49.67

2nd Karen Fieldsend - Sanya - 51.82

3rd Lucy Lorne - Mr Frost - 54.81

4th  Maisie Ransome - Moonlight Dance - 55.39
5th Anna Philpott - Hari - 57.17

6th Benjamin Darling - Cain - 57.24

Class 4 - FunTeam Chase

1st No Limits - 57.73 secs
Immense thanks are due to our hosts, and all of tlr@nd Girls OriTop - 58.80
volunteers without whose help it would be imposs|obfgd Barmy Bevans - 1.00.39

to stage any of the equestrian events thaffé
puts on.

The AVHSC HunterTrials take place at the same
venue on Sundaylih October

4th  Beaufort Babes and Ben - 1.10.15
5th  Jump It Crumpets- 1.10.72
6th Agnew Dibbens - 1.12.82

Class 5AVH Fun Scurry
1st Suart Radbourne (AH)

2nd Daisy Fraser (#H)

Last of the Season Dance

243 people turned up to thd
recent LOTS Dance, held
for the first time at the
MelkshamAssembly Hall.
The same catering and dist¢
as in previous years, allied
to the vastly better bar and |
function hall, meant that a
wonderful time was had by
all.

Katie and Phillipa Mayo,
and Laura Eyles

Photo: David Betteridge
wwwdhbequestrian.co.uk

-
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CountrysideAlliance Newsletter5th March 2009

esterday the Director of Public
Y Prosecutions (DPP) announced

that he would not be challenging
the High Court judgment of last month
that rejected his appeal Tony Wright's
case.This means that the High Court's
ruling on the definition of the &#nce of
hunting and the burden of evidence in
exempt hunting cases will stand as a le
precedent.

The court ruled that to commit the
offence of 'hunting' a person must be in
pursuit of an identifiable mammal by
sight, or possibly by scent. It also
confirmed that "hunting is by definition
intentional", and that "any prosecution
would have to prove to the criminal
standard what the defendant's intention
was". Hunting, in terms of th&ct, is
therefore defined as the intentional
pursuit of an identifiable mammal.

For those engaged in exempt hunting, t
High Court ruled that there is an
‘evidential burden' which means that
defendants will have to state which
exemption they were using and how thg
were fulfilling its conditionsAfter that it
is for the prosecution to prove beyond
reasonable doubt that the defendant ha
not fulfilled the conditions of the
exemption.

The judgment will make it less likely thg
hunts will face vindictive prosecutions
based on allegations by animal rights
activists.There have only been three
successful prosecutions against hunts
since theAct came into force and this
judgment will make prosecutions even
less likely

hal

The High Court may have ruled that "th
ban (on hunting) is no means absolute'
but it is considerable. However much th
Act has been damaged by this judgme

liberty and good governancéhe High
Court's ruling, and the decision of the
DPPto accept it, is another reason to g
rid of theAct, not an excuse for ignoring
it. As | have said before, for those read
whose interest is in shooting, fishing or
broader rural activityrepeal is as
important as for those who hunt. It
removes from thet&tute Book a piece 0

hiegislation that was passed for reasons
political expedience and without the
justification or either evidence or
principle.

Y
The London Eveningt8ndard, not a
renowned supporter of hunting, reporte

fdthe DPPdecision and added an editorial
‘The hunt goes on', that is well worth
repeating here (its only error is to say t

it is still the law and as such an insult t:l:

it there are just four):
Five years after the divisive hunting bill
was passed, the legislation increasingly
looks like a waste of timés we report
today the Crown Prosecution Service, the
CPS, will not be challenging a recent
court judgement that established that the
burden of proof on whether a hunt is
acting illegally lies squarely with the
e prosecution. It also reinforced the
, principle that it is perfectly legal to stalk
eor flush out foxes or other mammals
tusing dogs in order for them then to be
shot.At the time the CPS gued that
such a ruling would make the act "wholly
unworkable". Indeed, 18 cases pending
btagainst hunts must now be reconsidered.

brghe ruling bears out the reality that
hunting still flourishes. It is however
guestionable whether its intendedeet,
to ensure that foxes are shot rather than

f killed by dogs, has advanced animal

ofvelfare. Ratherit seems clear that it was
a waste of political engy which served
only to alienate rural communities. David
Cameron, th@ory leadercannot be seen
actually to support hunting but he can
certainly allow a free vote to repeal the

0 Act if he wins the electiorAnd that is

, what he should do.

nat Simon Hat

there are 18 cases pending against hur|\ts -

Chief Executive

AVH Revisits Parliament

coach party from
A theAvon Vale

visited the Housegss
of Parliament on 2nd
March. Unlike the last
time theAVH went to
Parliament, when some g
our number were
gratuitously bludgeoned g
by the riot police, this
time we were dicial.
James Gray MRad
invited us as his guests,
and laid on a full guided &5
tour, and a private lunch |
for those who wanted it.
In the afternoon we
visited the public gallery
for DCMS Questions.

central Lond

Marshallsay

The coach was driven by| the entire co

former Hunt Secretary
JohnAdderley who
conducted us in and out <|)f

host, and all

dawn start was made tolerable when Bee

enjoyable day out, and thanks are due to our

on in military style\ crack-of-

kindly provided hot bacon rolls for
achrhis was a thoroughly

who helpedganise the day

Photo: David Betteridge
wwwdhbequestrian.co.uk
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Some of lrene's Snaps

Clockwise fom top left: Another one for theumblers Fund; Charlie; Sno un; Bwer Inn parking;: |

N

LE LR

Snowball fun; ®iart R. snowballing; Wherare they?; Caoline and friends.

Tedworth Joint Meet

ur final Saturday of the season was a Joint
Meet with our friends and neighbours, the

Tedworth.A generous Meet at Mount

Point-to-Point

ur Point to Point was held at Larkhill Race
ourse 28th March on one of the rain free

days. There was some very competitive

Orleans was followed by a long and active day withracing despite the lack of runners. Our

Jonathon Seed and tAgon Vale hounds hunting
the Tedworth countryA very welcome mid-
afternoon halt at a friendly pub was laid on by ou
hosts, followed by an extended run that left an
exhausted field scattered across the couftrg

congratulations must go to Nick Hillier and his horse
Humbel Origins in winning the Hunt Race and to
Rebecca May and Kate Jones finishing 2nd and 3rd
respectivelyThis was Rebecca's first ever ride in a
Point to Point and a very well done to you Rebecca.

remains of the field then hacked over 6 miles back The committee would like to thank all those people

to the meet, returning in darkness to afdtuf
prepared by our hosts.

who helped make the day a sucess and to run like
clockwork; without you all it would not be possible.
RF

FOR SALE

Labrador puppies from an excellent working strain.
Both parents excel in their field, or would make excellent family pets. Ready in June.
Robert Fear 01225 764262
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Dogs at Hunt Meets - Impotant Notice

he Joint Masters once again wish it to be known that they do not want supporters to

bring dogs to meets or anywhere where there may come into contact with hounds.

This policy is to avoid the spread of kennel cough and other diseases to our hounds.
is widely believed that whilst most domestic dogs are vaccinated and thus immune to most
canine diseases they are still able to carry the viruses which spread these diseases. Houn
are particularly vulnerable to such diseases and thus you are asked not to bring your dogs
any situation where they may have either direct of close contact with hounds.

Newshound Exclusive - Leaked Letteto Government Minister

__Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP
Secretary of tte,
Department for Environment, Food and RukEhirs (DEFRA),
Nobel House
17 Smith Square
London SW1RJR

16 Apr 2009

Dear Secretary oft8te,

My friend, who is in farming at the moment, recently received a cheque for £3,000 from the Rural PAgercydor not rearing
pigs. | would now like to join the "not rearing pigs" business.

In your opinion, what is the best kind of farm not to rear pigs on, and which is the best breed of pigs not to rear? | want to be st
approach this endeavour in keeping with all government policies, as dictated by the EU under the Sgrauitural Policy

I would prefer not to rear bacon pigs, but if this is not the type you want not rearing, | will just as gladly not rearAverkieese
any advantages in not rearing rare breeds such as Saddlebacks or Gloucester Old Spots, or are there too many people already
rearing these?

As | see it, the hardest part of this programme will be keeping an accurate record of how many pigs | haveAter&aees any
Government or Locauthority courses on this?

My friend is very satisfied with this business. He has been rearing pigs for forty years or so, and the best he ever made on then
£1,422 in 1968That is - until this yeawhen he received a cheque for not rearing any

If 1 get £3,000 for not rearing 50 pigs, will | get £6,000 for not rearing 100?

| plan to operate on a small scale at first, holding myself down to about 4,000 pigs not raised, which will mean about £240,000 {
the first yearAs | become more expert in not rearing pigs, | plan to be more ambitious, perhaps increasing@0)&ayigs not

reared in my second yedor which | should expect about £2.4 million from your department. Incidentalgnder if | would be

eligible to receive tradable carbon credits for all these pigs not producing harmful and polluting methane gases?

Another pointThese pigs that | plan not to rear will not eat 2,000 tonnes of cereals. | understand that you also pay farmers for n
growing cropsWill | qualify for payments for not growing cereals to not feed the pigs | don't rear?

I am also considering the "not milking cows" business, so please send any information you have on that too. Please could you ¢
include the current Defra advice on set aside fields? Can this be done on an e-commerce basis with virtual fields (of which | see
have several thousand hectares)?

In view of the above you will realise that | will be totally unemployed, and will therefore qualify for unemployment benefits.

I shall of course be voting for your party at the next general election.

Yours faithfully
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Announcements

FRED WEDLOCK
&
THE YETTIES

EQUINE DENTISTRY MAY 23RD 2009 7PM

For a fully insured and quality service AT LEAZE FARM, BULKINGTON

from someone who cares about your TICKETS £10, ON SALE NOW
horse and pony’ s needs

Curtis Thomp son EgD BARBECUEAND LICENSED BAR ON SITE

Tel: 07927 290419

. TICKETS FROM: SEEND POSDFFICEAND
www .yourhorsedentist.co.uk JANE COLES 01380 828145

yourhorsedentist@hotmail.com

ALL PROCEEDSTO CHURCH FUNDS

Visit Ir ene Bakel's Website wwwir ene4photos.co.uk to see and buy hehotos.

EQUESTRIGN CLIPPING SERWICES

Experienced groom available for all clipping and trimming
services. Will travel 20 mile radius of Calne. Competitive rates
Telephone Jo on 07725 951770

: The Newshound
AVOn Vale MerChandlse The Newshound is published by theon Vale Hunt

BT Supporters Club, and appears three times a fgantains
Th_e_ Hunt now has a ne\_N stock of the much-like reports ofAVH events, and articles of general interest to
original style ofSweatshiit. We've also goPolo supporters and followers of the Hunt.
Shirts andFleeces Contributions are welcome from anyone on any relevant
subject, and in any format. In order of preference these afe:
Most styles can be seen modelled by the Kenngls |email; word-processor printed, typed; hand-written; verbal

staf. Editor: Peter Hughes .
78 Kettle Lane, B6tAshton, Towbridge, BA14 6W

i i Tel:(H) (01225) 76578 01225) 777406
Order from Jill Lindquist 01225 868672 e%éil:)n(ewshoand@wg\émieéan_ne%
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Avon Vale B&B Guide

ot a house overflowing with guests? Need to recommend somewh

for a friend? Look no furtheAll of these establishments are run by

Avon Vale folk, so you can be assured of a hearty welcome and g
value. Foxhunters will be particularly welcome, of course.

Blounts Court Farm, Potterne. Caroline and Colin Cary f&r 2 double rooms,
each with en-suitéfV; tea & cofee, 5 Diamonds and Gold with the ETC and
Diamonds and 3 Eggcups with tAé (01380) 727180.

Church Farm, Hartham, Corsham-Kate and &ve Jones are pleased téeof
quality accommodation in their stone farmhouse and additional barn conve
situated in a quiet rural location next toAMNB. 4 ensuite rooms, all withV,
hospitality trays, CH and lovely views. Sstabling is also available. ET@AA
diamonds. Good pubs and restaurants ne&ath 20 minsTel/Fax: 01249
715180 wwwchurchfarm.cjb.net e-mail: churchfarmbandb@hotmail.com

Danes lye, Bratton. Judy and Peter Glassorfefquality accommodation in
Bratton, neaWestbury at the edge of the Salisbury plain. Good pubs nearby]
The area is good for walking, riding and sight-seeingblihg availableTel:
01380 830234 E-mail: Jugfasson@daneslye.co.uk

EdenVale Farm, Beckington.Barbara Keevil ders a family room and two
double rooms, all with en-suitéyV; tea & cofee.This is a quiet riverside
location in an old cord and cloth mill, dating back to the Domesday Book.
Stabling and fishing available. (01373) 830371

Glebe House, ChittoeGinny Scrope is delighted tofef 1 Double and 1 twin
with private bathroom and 1 twin bed with private shower with guest dining
room and sitting room anflv. Dinner by prior arrangement. Located at
Chittoe - a truly rural and tranquil setting with excellent garden and walks.
Diamonds ETCTel: 01380-850864 email: gscrope@aol.com

GreatAshley Farm, Bradford-on-Avon. Helen andAlex Rawlings are
delighted to der quality farmhouse bed and breakfast and self catering
accommodation. Delightful en suite rooms with every home from home con
great hospitality and a delicious breakf#gDNB 4 Diamond - SilveAward.
Colour brochure available. Member of Farmstay Website :
www.greatashleyfarm.co.uk

Telephone :01225864563 email:info@greatashéeyk

Lowbridge Farm, Bremhill, Calne. Elizabeth Sinden &rs accommodation in
an idyllic farmhouse setting. Single; double; twin; family room. Cream teas
the lawn in summei&tabling, camping and caravaning available. website;
www.smoothhound.co.uk tel: 01249 815889

Manor Farm, Calstone,Calne. Mr & Mrs Pat Maundrell der 2 deluxe double
rooms with full ensuite facilities[V, tea & cofee. Beautiful peaceful location

Coimiing Atiractions

Sunday 17th May

Wansdyke Downland Ride

RDA Sponsored Event
WestOverton, Marlborough
Contact: Jane Coles 01380 828145

(o]

[&2]

Sunday 14th June Terrier, Lur cher & Family Dog Show
Spye Park, Lacock

3 rings - starting at 2:00pm

All entries in the ring

Contact: Eddy fles 07890 317680

S

Midsummer Vale Ride
Abbotswood Farm, Bromham
Contact: Julia Betteridge 01225 768882

Sunday 21st June

Sunday 28th June Pony Club & Open ODE

WestWilts Equestrian Centre

Contact: RacheAdderley 01249 740382
Wednesday 8th July Puppy Show

(Strictly by invitation of the Joint

Masters)

Hunt Summer Horse Show
New Farm, Lacock
Contact: Erika Smith 07766 500670

Sunday 26th July

Avon Vale SummerBall
Leaze Farm, Bulkington
Contact: Caroline Coles 07976 899946

4 Saturday 1stAugust

Neston Ride
Contact: Natasha Poole 07917 652988

Monday 31stAugust

Wednesday 23rd September Avon Vale Hunt AGM
The LongsArms, South Wraxall
7:30 HuntAGM open to Members and
Subscribers only
8:15Annual Hunt Meeting, open to all.
u Contact: Liz Bryant 07973 910882

Friday 25th September Farmers and Landowners Paty
Lacock Abbey

Contact: Lesley Seed 07770 774460

under the DownsNalking, riding (stabling available). Delicious home cuisine|
Tel: (01249) 816804

Pickwick Lodge Farm, Guyers Lane, Corsham@Gill and Guy $afford have 2
double rooms with en-suite, and a twin room with private bathrédirhave
TV, hairdryersT&C etc.. and are fully heate@he establishment is Highly
Commended by the ETB, and hs& Select 4Qs. Nice walks, gardens, stabli

Supporters Club Officials

Chairman: Eddy Siles (01249) 652353
Sectetary: Peter Hughes (01225) 765782
Treasueer: Stuart Burrell (01225) 867609

250 Club Secetary: Jef Gould (01380) 870125

and close to amenities. (01249) 712207 fax (01249) 701904

West Park Farm, Market Lavington. Jennie Sharp &rs B&B on a traditional
working farm. Spacious en-suite rooms withi etc. Tel (01380) 813314

Spiers Piece Farm, ®epleAshton. Jill and PaiAwdry have 2 double rooms
and 1 twin. Luxury guest bathroom, plus guest lounge Wittand open fire.
Large garden where Jill serves teas and home-made cakes & scones. Insp
by “The Great British B&BGuide”. (01380) 870266

www.avonvalehunt.co.uk

Please remember to use theon Vale's superb website as an
essential point of reference for your social lifee Notice Board

e print schedules and invitations for forthcoming events.

Wayside Lodges, ChittoeLesley and Jonathon Seedenfself-catering holiday
lodges and Bed and Breakfast with private sitting and guest dining rooms.
Telephone 01380 850 695.

Contact Note.For all enquiries relating to the Hunt (such as

the Hunt Secretaryiz Bryant, directly on 07973 910882

is updated regularly to take account of current news and notices,
and the Events page contains links to allow you to download and

requests for Meet Cards, visiting requests etc..) please contact



